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o Available evidence indicates thot Communisam is more strongly organized,
proceeding more according to a predsternined plan, and advancing much faster

in Thailand than hss heretofors been believed.
25X1C

20 Communist strategy in Thailand appears to be the followings

a, By covert contxol of an influential section of the press, at first
subtly; and then with ever~increasing pointedness, to "so”ten up"
the Thai by convincing them that Copmunisk is Jittle more then a2 mild
philosophy; not incompatible yrith Buddhism, and 2 plan whose aim is
merely to give the working man an sven braeak,

b. To lead the opposition to the prasent or to any subsequent non=Communist
governzent, yet at the sameg time, to be not so viclent in criticlem
or appear to be so strong a threat that the Covernmment will take
effective measures agrinst them.

c. By tight control of key labor unions o notably the rice mill workers,
harbor workers, and transport workars - and by influence in soms
quarters of the managerial side as wall, to be able at any tims o
put & stranglehoid on the economy of the country, thersby precipitating
conditions favorable to their purposes, not only in ‘hailand; bu$ in
those neighboring countries dependent upon Thai rice.

d., By propaganda, to acquire the support of a sufficient segment of the
Thai population 2028 give the appearance of Thai origin to what is
primerily a Chinese base. In this regerd, efforts way be concentrated

sainly on *hai intellectuals and in the somewhat disaffected north=
eastern arsa of Thailamd.
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e, By carsful organizatbion, indoctrinationg and contrcl, to have an
effective party that can operats underground, will follow directior,
and will provids 2 possible nucleus for a "Demovratic Psople’s
covermament of Thailargd",

f. By closs limison with the “hinese Corzunist Pa®iy und the Soviets,
0 receive the adéitional funds necassary for ths program, and o
coordinabe their program with the hussian and Chiness Cosmunist Party
leadership.

Propaganda and Control of the Press

The firet point in the Compunist plans onilined zbove is demnnstrated in
the ‘continued evidence confirming that vhe highly populsr and influential
Thei Commercial Company publicaiions are Cormunist-controlled and financed.%
Although these publications had been Communisit=controlled for over a year,
they displayed virtually ne Communist propazanda until about the time of
the £all of Nanking, when thay rather abrupily begsn to featurs the Party
line in their rews end editorials. Opening woves were editorials %o the
offoct thet Gommuriss was msrely the doctrine of "from each according te
his ability and %o ®ach according te his need"., Communisa was explained
as 2 simple sgrarian refors, not incompatible with the traditional Thai
wonarchy.

The next point was to attack, wlth ever increasing vilification, American
and Wedtern Buropean policy in the Paciflc, especially in China, In such
#n attack, the Comunisis are aided by itwo factors:

a, Thue Thal public is sccustomed %o an irresponsible press, and in Thailand,
an sditor, if he is willing to risk exposing himoslf to an occasiomal
shot, can get away with saying virtuslly anythingg snd

b, -

Both the Chiness business commnity and the Thal Government are

attempting to tomporize with the Coxmunisis, The net result is that,

excopt for the Royallst press and tha English-languags publications,
thore is very little jJournalistic rebuttal to the Cosnunists® propaganda.

Even in the non-Comsunist press, ths Comaunists have found apoiogists, eithsr
through luck, careful cultivetion, or design. TFor examplae; ths Royalist
daily, Kiatissk, has a Vietnamese sub-sditor who slants the news to mset
the Commumst view. A United Press article from China, printed in ths Thai-

* language, Prachakorn was turued inmto good pro-Communigh material by clever

translating, 1hess offorts, cowbined with less open Communist control of

certain publications, and the disintegration of the an%i -Copmunist Chinese-
language press, are incraasingly placing the largest part of the printed
propaganda media firuly indo Communist hande, 20T

the Cowuunist line with respecs 0

Buddhism 8l y pismed & 3 proving effective. They are taking
advantags of the Buddhist belief that the next Buddhs, Phra Sri An, will
raputedly usher in an erd of Ulopian happincce and prosperity. The age of

the present Buddhz, Gautama, which is suppesed o Jast 5,000 yeare, has

now passed ite 2,491 year. The Buddhists sre now being led o belisve tha€SX1C
the first evidences of the new ags are sppsaring, and that one of iis 25X1C
ponifestaticns is Yompunismo
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To That the Sopmurists sre trying o lead tha apmosition be hho pracond Coverasanth
and yeb nob be 3o violerd in their opposition as i mapreesive

mocsures, is horae out in part by the fpot thalt Comanist erlticism of the

Covernment has sciually boon wovs subdusd than that offered by the rugelr

Reyalist-orisntad Parliawenioxy opposition  Coarunigt sffarts appear e

have, insteod, the primsry oim of dewidiying the Updte? States and Vestern

pptiong with the increasingly uapopular ohibul=ied coup chiqus. The Communist

policy of nob pushing dhw Aoyermaond too far ds further (llustrated by the

decision not o atage & ¥y Dey demonsirailon this yesy, and by tho fact

that the organizing activitiss of ths Genitral fabor Unison {0IIT) have boen

conducted valatively quietiy of late, The appirent ala of this latiter

fachic is to not bring the CLJ into sharp smd open corpetition with the

Govermment=gpensored Thal Iabor nion {rm).  Such cppacliion would probably

rasull in supprsssive measures being tsken by bthe Governuend againat the

Cil.

3. sufficiont propaganda is dirscted by the GCommmists cgainst the present
Governmont to abirsct some support from facthivns in the oppusition, and
prThaps alsoy to influensc gone Western mations o back the present corript,
inefficlond ard unpopulsy Covermsent on tha basis thet OLf the Commuindshks
are sguinot ity thon whe Covornmant is en our side, and we should perhaps
supgers 488, Thoir muda target, konever, is "Western imporialisat. In
thils respech, the Communists Are plawing a field of racial aubagonlem bhat
15 farbile ia sy Asiatic country. khile It has oftsn been seid that the
Thai ere nob & solenial people and therelore do no% hswe tie blthorness
towerd Wegterners that is found elsewhers in Asia, neveriheless, some anti~
wesvern fecling, on which the Communists ave apparently working with suecess,
is presenb.#% Thore is weunting evidence of & slowly Qvoreasing  wabi-farang sk
fagling in Trailand, and & cloge situdy of Cormunisb-inspirod propagands.

revoals how the Comaunists are encovraging and canpitallzing on this developuant.
th

Gentrol of Iabor Qrganizations

&a Thai & stremwous effort is baing made by the Communlsis %o contrel the key
Tabor vnlons in “halland is clserly demonstrated by available evidoncs.
Ths rice mill workers are directed by TT Mel-hou, himeelf u wico mill ownsr.
YT has recently gone to Uhinn for the apparent purpose of ponforring with
Corsmunist officials Shere. sy Since Thailend is prodominantly a rice
aconomy, 1¥ is yaadily apparent why ths Compunists havs ccucentrated thetr
tabor ackivibties in this fisld, Contrel ab the pill level is the key speb
for maximum influence, or for doing the maximw damage 4o the country's
agonowy with the minisum nusber of sdherents. With sush porsons as YI and
URR Song ef the mill cwner class in their camp, the Corrunists are g ssured
of added cooporation, The Communisis have on additionsl advaniage in the
3115 becavses most of the workers are Chiruse and are oore vace ptive e
indocirination and control than he relerively esay-going Fhal,

10 The Thai Covermmen’, which has finally becore sware of the danger inherons
in this situation, is atlompting to force the empleoyment of 2 certain
percentage of Thai in the rice mills, and is planning ko go inte the willing
uzinsss extensiveoly ibtcolf,

1o 4 sacondary Commmeist efford is apparsntly being direntod woward bhe Lranspers
workeras; it is wealksred by the Facht that west epployees are Thai, Thers
ave indications alse thet the Comwunists ave acthive auong ‘eagineers and
mechanical workers", and that they heve u large weasurs of control over
the harbor worksrz. ITr this lathter connaction, YI Moi-hou was arbitar for
the lighterage workers in a recent strile threat.

CONPTINJTIAL/CONTROL, = U, S. OFPICTALS ONLY

+ Approved For Release 2001/11/26 : CIA-RDP82-00457R003300290006-5




COMFTINNELAT/CONTROL = U, 9. GFFICTALS CWLY 25X1A

Approved FoNRelease 2001/11/26 : CIA-RDP82-00457R00330029000
: NIFERAL INTELLICENCE AGENCY _

i

12, The wiorlss 1ebor activity of the Communists is to infiltrate tha Thal
Iabor Union. Since this is not a union in the true sense of the wowd, and
iz adrittedly the ereation and ingbrument of the present ihai Government,
it is unlikely that the Commumists snterizin any expeciatinn of malding an
effective ilcbor union out of it. Ths Communist organizsiion is the Central -
Lebor Union. Their undsriskings with the TLU, therefors, are in all
probability aimed ai grining sufficient influencs tc scbotage it from within,
and to prevent it frox ever bacoming a real uuion in compebition with the
CLU. Hore again, bthe 4hai Srvervment has resently takan cognizance of their
activity and has announced thui they wers sending “"spies® ints ths TIU te
uncover Comminist infiltrators. Unlon mumbers have been warned that the
Comsunists are atiempting to infiltrate thew and have been urged to expose
ony Cormunishs thay discover.

Support of Thai Poruidtion

13, The comforeing opinion that the Thel are not intercsted in Communisa because
they are faliily prosperouns BDuddhista, and geperally an easy--going people
not wece ptive to changes in their social and scoroaic pattere, discounts
“two isportant facts.. The first is that Comeunism cen guccsed only with a
closely organizsd ord determined minority; ard second, that skillful
Compunist propagends, end the prestige galnsd through their victories in 25X1X
China, is ennbling the Communists to win pors ‘hal sdhwrexts and to exert
more influence than has been generally recognized.

there ave serlous iudications that

the Comaunists #re making inrcads into the underzprivilegsd, ezbittored,
ard hardewerking population in ths northsest of '}'hailand, Cexrtain cornditlons
favor the develepuent of Compumism in this area, The ncrihoasterners, at
present facing a serious droughi threat, do not have the advaniage of a
reletively assuved rice crop, as do the Thai of central Thailand. The
requirements of the inhabliants of northeaut Thaiisnd have been given little
consideration bty Brngltsk politicisns. In the main, students from this area
cons fred peor faamilles. They study diligently at the Bangitok universities
snd reburn ¢ cheir homes with an intenze desire to better the let of their
prople. Tt is in this ares NN 02t O5)1X
Commuist propagenda and organizational work has increased.,

s I 0%t
no

aotivity eimed at gaining support awong the indi.genous nopulation.

A vigovous recruiiment campaign is belag carrisd on in tne University ef
Moral and Political Sgisnces (UMPS) snd at Chulalongkein University in
Banglkok. A group of young leaders in the Forwign Mindstry and in the
Public Presecution Departrant heve been Yormunisi-orisnted. The secretary=
genoral of the “hurch Council end principal of Wat Horiwsnm now contributes
articles to the pro-Comzumist Thei-lenguage publication, Lobiers. Thienthal
Apeichatobub, the leftist labor lesder, whoas political campaign against
14, Gen. Iyang Sinat Tobharak for & Pariismentary seat in Jenuary 1949

wos sabotagsd by the Cosmunists, through the CU, has once again been
adopted by the Ceumunists. There is congiderable evidence that Luang Kach
Somggram, uescrupwleous Ceup leader, has been working clssely with Mapida
Yong of the Gzschosliovek-Sism Trading Gorpesny and there is a prevalent
belief that Xach apd cthers like him are ready to do businass with the
Compunists, if i% is to thsir personal advantage. ¥en like Sikndt Nimsmanhemin,
prasent Minister of Industry, while nobt openly cellaborating with the Communizis,
have been @zds use of by them. It is well known that a large part of the
Thai Parlisment is susceptible to bribery., A Covorment official with
liberal political beliefs states that the Communists can pressure, or buy,
enough of Parlisment %o give them the necassary support, and that the Thal
people, who are used to accepbing the Govermment's decisions almost without
question, will continue to abide by all decisions.

)
i
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Gomsunlss efforts o give R “hai complexion to the local Corcmnist movement,
and to de-enpizeine its Chinese charscler and mekeup, includs, in addition
50 the uss ef Diwi-Janguagd proprifuds media, the uss of *hml spokeszen.
Cne such is Xulsrb Saipredit, who is orecently writing a Commnigt-orisnbed
»La Phyn Szeaphal, once 2 Royslist and considered
spicel ennservative, Ssraphwi has becoue increasingly
nro-Cozzunist in Ris e retlons and srticies, and vesently made a spesech

at chalalongkova in wideh ne chastised the “wiibe imgerrialisbtsh, 25X1A

[
wn
P

i Corment, The 1932 Csup Group in *nailend mode use of the same
25X1A ype of preopagends. Ieoaflels, which wert reputedly Pridi-inspired ard
which were handed ocub in lats June of 1932, describud whe rovointion as
2 fgrevanner of the ags aof Phme Sri An.

25X 1A = Cosnsnt.  in Ihaiiard, this rescuiment is basad orineipally on the
high staniarg of living of Vssternsrs, and on what the Lhad consider the
carelsss atbitvde snd lack cf sincers fnterast in the nountry on the part
of wost Haglarnsric .

Correnb. Thowe iz 3 fasling also; on s pert of the Thei $hat
25X1A .. -1 ically indepondent duving the period of viastorn colonial
gupansion o8 a rasuli of thelr own efforts, awd in spits of the desires
of European wations, Horsin llas one of the roobs of thelr belng wors
pra-hmericen than pro=British and peo=FPrsnghie The fwwyicens, wany of them
fsol, have not had and do not have pelifesl designs on thelir territory.
The British and Freash have had, snd sows “hai feel that thoy still have

sreitony.

desirns on Thail %

25X1A .
’ nge the ‘hal veme fazang is used o describe foreigners,
of +hs whibe wce.

25X1A
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